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was the sentence which read: "The disposition of the con-
quered provinces falls naturally to the powers whose efforts
have brought about their conquest/' By disposition is
meant the attribution of sovereignty. The meaning is clear:,
the Allies assumed the right, through conquest, to dispose
of the lands to which France had surrendered all claims.
The eighteenth-century law of nations was contravened
and the principle of sovereignty created by conquest
adopted. Talleyrand had brought from Paris the idea of a
superior law of Europe, which had yet to be defined and
justified. To this, the Allies were opposing the pseudo law
of force majeure, which the Revolution had abused to such
an extent that the balance of power in Europe had been
destroyed. What was the explanation for this sudden
change?
Above all, the question of Alexander and Poland. If
Alexander had been in the same frame of mind in Sep-
tember as he had been in May, it is unlikely that he would
have assented to the resolutions taken on the twenty-
second. He would even have been able to prevent them
by aligning himself with Castlereagh, who had made cer-
tain reservations. But he wanted the Duchy of Warsaw,
and Austria, along with England, stood in his way. In-
asmuch as both his throne and his person would have been
in danger if he failed to obtain for Russia a territorial
gain of this magnitude, Alexander had sent Nesselrode to
Vienna in August in order to prepare the ground. In the
latter's instructions, the following passage occurs:
The Duchy of Warsaw is mine by right of conquest from
NapoleonVEmpire. The entire Continent of Europe had been
in league against me, when I repulsed a most unjust aggres-
sion. Nevertheless, I did not hesitate to come to the aid of
these same powers with an effort equal to that which had
saved Russia. Now that victory has enabled the principal
states of Europe to be reconstituted as they were before the
last wars of Bonaparte and even enabled several of them to
gain important acquisitions, it is only fair that my subjects be